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This report, which has been expanded to also include developments in Blue Nile State, is produced by OCHA in 
collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period 25 August – 2 September 2011. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• Fighting between the Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement – 

North (SPLM-N) breaks out in Blue Nile State 
• Thousands of civilians from Kurmuk in southern Blue Nile State flee into Ethiopia 
• Despite the unilateral ceasefire declared by the Government of Sudan on 23 August, hostilities 

between SAF and SPLM-N continue in South Kordofan State 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 
Blue Nile State  
 
On the evening of 1 September 2011, heavy fighting broke out between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) 
and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-N) in the state capital, Ed Damazine. The 
fighting reportedly began with an exchange of fire between SAF forces and an armed SPLM-N convoy of 
vehicles just south of Ed Damazine. Both sides have blamed the other for starting the fighting. The SPLM-N 
reported that the residence of the Governor of Blue Nile State, Malik Agar – who is also the Chairman of the 
SPLM-N – was bombarded by SAF forces as well as other SPLM-N positions in Ed Damazine.  
 
On 2 September, aerial bombardment of Kurmuk by SAF forces began early in the morning, according to UN 
and NGO staff. Kurmuk is the main town in the southern part of Blue Nile State and an SPLA stronghold. 
Hostilities are reported to have continued throughout the day and also spread to Dindiro (approximately 70 
km south of Ed Damazine on the main road to Kurmuk) as well as to villages near El Roseires (east of Ed 
Damazine).  
 
All international and relocatable UN and NGO staff (nine in total, from UNHCR, WFP and UNOPS) 
evacuated Kurmuk in the morning of 2 September and crossed into Ethiopia. They are all accounted for in 
Ethiopia. They arrived in Skerkole Camp in Ethiopia, where UNHCR has a guest house, and they are due to 
proceed from there to Asosa and then to Addis Ababa, before being repatriated to Sudan.  
 
Some UN agencies and INGOs took a decision to relocate their staff from Ed Damazine, and they set off by 
road on 2 September to Khartoum. However, some of these staff were stopped at checkpoints along the way 
and were told that they would not be allowed to proceed to Khartoum until the next day. UN international and 
relocatable staff in Ed Damazine have not been ordered to evacuate, but based on advice from DSS, they 
have been authorized to leave if they do not feel secure. 
 
According to a 2008 census, Blue Nile State with its six localities has a population of 832,000 people. Of 
these, 212,000 live in Ed Damazine locality and about 110,000 people in Kurmuk locality – the two areas 
most affected by the conflict so far. 
 
There are reports of a large number of civilians moving out of Ed Damazine towards the north. INGO staff 
that travelled out of Ed Damazine today reported seeing many civilians leaving in vehicles, as well as 
hundreds of people who were leaving the town on foot. The full scale of this movement has not yet been 
established.  
 
Kurmuk town has an estimated population of 10-15,000 people. The town is on the Ethiopian border and 
people were reported to be streaming across the border into Ethiopia throughout the day. Initial reports from 
UNHCR indicate that some 2,500-3,000 people (mainly women and children) may have crossed into Ethiopia 
on 2 September. UNHCR is sending an emergency team from Addis Ababa to the area on 3 September to 
assess the situation of these people.  
 
The impact of the fighting on the civilian population in Dindiro and El Roseires is not yet known, but further 
displacement of people from these areas is expected.  
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South Kordofan 
 
In spite of the unilateral two week ceasefire for all of South Kordofan State announced by the Government of 
Sudan on 23 August, there have been reports of continued fighting between SPLM-N combatants and SAF 
in the localities of Kadugli, Dilling, Talodi, Um Dorain, and Buram, throughout the reporting period. There 
have also been reports of further aerial bombardment by SAF during this period. Due to lack of access, 
reports of casualties could not be confirmed independently.  
 
The situation in Kadugli town is calm but there are still serious security concerns as looting of humanitarian 
supplies and installations continues. Agencies are requesting the authorities to provide additional security 
personnel to guard their premises. The UNICEF office compound has been designated as the temporary UN 
common compound. UNHCR and WFP were both preparing a return to their compounds in Kadugli in the 
weeks to come, but continued looting of offices and premises is delaying this process. Reportedly, looting of 
private residences in Kadugli town is continuing as well.  
 
The UNDSS Local Security Assistant who has been assigned to assist agencies in South Kordofan has not 
yet received travel clearance to go to Kadugli. Meanwhile, the three UNDSS international staff present in 
Kadugli have no authorization from the Government of Sudan to carry out activities other than those related 
to the UNMIS liquidation team.  
 
There are currently three UN international staff in Kadugli (two from UNHCR and one from UNICEF) and 48 
national staff. During the reporting period, no other international staff was given permission to return to their 
duty station in Kadugli. 
 
 

III. Humanitarian Response 
 
Blue Nile State 
 
As a result of inter-agency contingency planning efforts, lifesaving humanitarian supplies were pre-positioned 
in both Kurmuk and Ed Damazine prior to the fighting that erupted on 1 September. Any distribution of these 
supplies will take place once there has been an assessment of needs, following the recent violence. There 
have not yet been any reports of looting of humanitarian assets. However, based on previous experience 
from South Kordofan, humanitarian partners are concerned about possible looting of their warehouses and 
premises, and they have been advocating for local and national authorities to ensure the protection of these 
assets. 
 
South Kordofan 
 
On 30 August, for the first time since early June, a limited quantity of UNICEF emergency health supplies, 
vaccines and nutrition assistance was able to be transported on UNMIS helicopters to Kauda, following 
authorization from local authorities. These will help restore services for malnourished children and ensure 
continuity of vaccination activities in the area. 
 

IV. Contact 
 
New York Geneva 
Rosa Malango: Section Chief a.i. Africa II Section 
Coordination Response Division 
Tel: +1 212 963 2380 E-mail: malango@un.org 

Elisabeth Byrs: Spokesperson and Public 
Information Officer 
Communications and Information Services 
Tel: +41 22 917 2653 Email: byrs@un.org 
 

Aida Mengistu: Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Coordination Response Division 
Tel: +1 212 963 5145 Email: mengistua@un.org  

Stephanie Bunker: Spokesperson and Public 
Information Officer 
Communications and Information Services 
Tel: +1 917 367 5126 E-mail: bunker@un.org  
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